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quite rightly that, whichever Emperor's daughter Napoleon might
marry, he would soon be at war with the other State. 'War with
Austria does not worry me in the least, but I tremble at
the thought of war with Russia; the consequences would be
incalculable/ Cambacer&s evidently did not know that Napoleon
had no longer any choice in the matter, and that the marriage
with Marie Luise of Austria was now finally approved.

The Archduchess left Vienna on I3th March, with an enormous
suite. The Bavarian Crown Prince was instructed to make the
twelve hours' journey to Haag to meet her there. At three o'clock
on the afternoon of the iyth the future Empress arrived. Liulwig
approached the carriage. Somewhat embarrassed and excited,
at first he had difficulty in speaking, but then he succeeded in
welcoming Marie Luise in the King's name and in congratulating
her. She looked him up and down, for he also had been on this list
as a possible husband. The Crown Prince could not help thinking
how very near he had come to being able to treat this Princess
with the intimacy of marriage, whereas now the most ceremonious
etiquette was required towards her. He imagined himself in
Napoleon's position who, like so many other Princes, would not
see the woman with whom he was to spend his life until they were
already bound to each other. Immediately he made comparisons:
'I quite liked her,' he wrote to Hildburghausen, 'but I would not
have her nor any woman I know in the place of my affianced
Therese, who stands alone. . . /

When the procession arrived at the Palace at Munich, where the
King and Queen stood on the steps to welcome the Archduchess,
the whole town was lost in admiration. No one had ever seen such
a magnificent travelling dress. The procession consisted of
thirty-six State carriages; at every halt three hundred and five
horses were required, and through Bavaria alone six thousand
were used. Never, since the unfortunate Marie Antoinette had
passed that way to Paris had there been such a magnificent array
and such strict etiquette.

The Archduchess did not stay long. She left again on
igth March. The Crown Prince was delighted when it was all over.
Marie Luise noticed that her arrival was not very opportune for
Ludwig. 'Here in Haag the Crown Prince of Bavaria met me/
she wrote to her father.1 'He welcomed me with a long speech.

1 The Empress Marie Luise to Emperor Francis, Strasbourg, 23rd March, 1810.
VieanaSt.A. See also Baron de&OMTgomg.DasHerzderKaiserin, Essen, 1937, p. 16.